2016 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE

REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Connecting Alaskans. Life Informed.
Alaska Public Media (AKPM) is committed to
meeting the needs of our community and state
by providing unparalleled programming and
services. Our multiple media platforms reach
97 percent of Alaskans including the state’s
coastal population through: statewide news
from the Alaska Public Radio Network (APRN);
KAKM-TV, the Alaska Rural Communications
System (ARCS), shared television service with
KTOO in Juneau and KYUK in Bethel; KSKA-FM
and its translators, as well as alaskapublic.org.
We are a shared Public Broadcasting System
(PBS) and National Public Radio (NPR) affiliate
and a 501(c)(3) organization.
AKPM works to educate people of all ages,
partner with local public safety officials to help
save lives and provide civic leadership resources
to strengthen our democracy. As some of the
last locally owned and operated media outlets
in the country, public media is an essential
community partner that strives to address the
specific needs of our communities through onair, online and on-the-ground resources.
These missions take AKPM far beyond the radio
airwaves and the television screen by providing
valuable resources to our community.

TV reaches

Radio reaches

of Alaskans

of Alaskans

86%

63%

Statewide news reaches

97%

of Alaskans on 24 member stations

Alaska Public Media has

8,030 members
and

200+ sponsors
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IN THE COMMUNITY
EDUCATION

ALASKA’S LARGEST CLASSROOM
In My Family
Partnering with and
promoting Alaska
Native language
speakers is the
primary goal of
In My Family. The
local children’s
program features
a handmade
puppet, Raven,
who learns new words in various Alaska Native
languages. Community hosts – who represent
a broad spectrum of languages – are eager
and pleased to take part. Sixty-two video
segments have been created so far; made
possible in part by funding from CIRI.

PBS KIDS Programming
Each week Alaska Public Television provides
more than 50 hours of commercial-free,
educational, trusted children’s programming
your kids enjoy. PBS KIDS is committed
to making a positive impact on the lives
of children through curriculum-based
entertainment with positive role models and
content designed to nurture a child’s total
well-being. With a 360-degree approach
toward learning and reaching children, PBS
KIDS leverages the full spectrum of media
and technology to build knowledge, critical
thinking, imagination and curiosity. PBS KIDS
encourages children to interact as respectful
citizens in a diverse society.

Line One: Your Health Connection
Line One: Your Health Connection is a weekly
health news, interview and call-in program
broadcast live on Monday afternoons at 2 p.m.
on KSKA FM 91.1 in Anchorage, Alaska. Hosted
by Dr. Thad Woodard, Line One focuses on
the latest developments in health care and
features national experts and discussions of
important health issues and topics.

Frontier Scientists

Indie Alaska

From the Alaska Arctic comes a fascinating
TV series of programs that entertain as well
as inspire. Frontier Scientists aims to excite
the general public about ongoing science in
Alaska and the Arctic. Frontier Scientists is
independently produced and funded through
a National Science Foundation grant in
partnership AKPM.

Indie Alaska is an original video series
produced by AKPM in partnership with PBS
Digital Studios. More than 110 videos capture
the diverse and colorful lifestyles of everyday
Alaskans at work and at play. With over 2
million online views, these videos, which also
air on television throughout the state, present
a fresh and authentic look at living in Alaska.
2

2016 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT

IN THE COMMUNITY
PUBLIC SAFETY

A POWERFUL PARTNER
Alaska Public Media’s Emergency
Response Plan
In the event of an emergency, AKPM stands
ready to respond with critical, lifesaving
information from local, state and national
agencies. Under the direction of AKPM’s news
department, broadcast radio, television, and
online platforms have and can deliver timely,
accurate news and information to ensure
public safety and awareness.
AKPM’s Emergency Response Plan, which
is reviewed and updated annually, takes full
advantage of our 24/7 broadcast and online
capabilities to serve should a natural and/or
man-made emergency occur. In fall 2012, the
AKPM news team worked around the clock
during a two-day windstorm in Anchorage
and Mat-Su areas. We opened up the airwaves
to deliver word-of-mouth reports about
damage, traffic and safety from vetted citizen
journalists throughout the metro area.

AWARN/EAS
AWARN/EAS provides a diverse, redundant
path between FEMA and cellular service
providers. Using one-to-many satellite
distribution and terrestrial broadcast, PBS
AWARN reaches cellular carriers over-theair. If a cybersecurity incident or internet
disruption to a carrier facility breaks the
primary connection to FEMA, the PBS AWARN
system provides an immediate alternate
source of inbound Wireless Emergency Alerts
(WEA) messages. Going beyond industrystandard best practices for system design
and operation, PBS AWARN ensures WEA
availability to any cellular service provider.

Alaska Weather
The National Weather Service’s statewide
public television show Alaska Weather is made
possible through an extensive production and
broadcasting partnership with AKPM. Alaska
Weather airs on KAKM-TV in Anchorage, MatSu, Kenai, Juneau, Bethel, on KUAC-TV in
Fairbanks, 360 North, and the Alaska Public
Broadcasting’s Alaska Rural Communications
Service (ARCS).

AMBER Alerts
The AMBER Alert Program is a voluntary
partnership between law enforcement
agencies, broadcasters, transportation
agencies and the wireless industry to activate
an urgent bulletin in the most serious childabduction cases. AMBER Alerts instantly
galvanize the entire community to assist in
the search for and the safe recovery of the
child. AMBER Alerts are broadcast through
radio, television, road signs and all available
technology referred to as the AMBER Alert
Secondary Distribution Program. These
broadcasts let law enforcement use the eyes
and ears of the public to help quickly locate an
abducted child.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
CIVICS

STRENGTHENING CITIZENSHIP

Alaska Public Radio Network
The Alaska Public Radio Network (APRN)
provides statewide news from a central
newsroom in Anchorage featuring 10 full-time
reporters, along with a reporter in Washington
D.C., a reporter in Juneau, a videographer,
and contributing reporters at over 20 partner
public radio stations throughout the state.
APRN captures the voices and images of
Alaska and shares them with the world. News
stories are heard, read, and viewed via the
following statewide segments and programs:

Unalaska and is supported with a grant from
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
• Talk of Alaska – A weekly one-hour
statewide call-in program distributed live
on the 25 stations of APRN. Listen live
and participate each Tuesday at 10 a.m. or
subscribe to the podcast to hear the voices
of Alaska.

• Alaska Economic Report – A weekly
feature report that examines recent
economic activity affecting Alaskans.
• Alaska Morning News – A daily news
program featuring multiple segments
heard during NPR Morning Edition on radio
stations throughout the state.
• Alaska News Nightly – A 30-minute news
program produced five days a week.
• Alaska’s Energy Desk – A regional
journalism collaborative focused on
covering energy and environment in
Alaska that produces in-depth enterprise
reporting for radio, video, and web. The
team represents Alaska Public Media in
Anchorage, KTOO in Juneau, and KUCB in

Community in Unity
Community in Unity gives a voice to the
voiceless by bridging neighborhoods, fostering
diversity and understanding by providing an
opportunity to listen, connect, and inform
Anchorage citizens in a safe and respectful
environment. AKPM opens its studio to the
public for this community dialogue program,
which airs on radio, to discuss race, gender,
family, substance abuse, working poor,
housing, immigration, aging and complex
issues facing children in the 21st century.
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Debate for the State
Alaska Public Media hosted
and produced two debates,
one featuring four candidates
running for the U.S. House of
Representatives and one featuring
four candidates running for the
U.S. Senate. These live programs
aired on Thursday, November 3
throughout the state on public
television and radio. C-Span,
which is carried on cable systems
nationwide, re-broadcast the
Senate debate.
As with all original production at
AKPM, these programs were made
available online. Debate for the
State takes place every two years.

Alaska’s Energy Desk: How are Alaska’s glaciers
transforming the world? In the past 250 years, glaciers
in Glacier Bay National Park have contributed to a higher
global sea level. Scientist Dr. Michael Loso explains just
how much higher the global water level has risen.

Running: State Elections
Known to Alaskans as the video
voter guide, Running captures
statewide candidate viewpoints
and positions on issues before the
primary and the general election.
Every candidate running for public
office is invited to share their
take on the issues of interest to
Alaska’s citizens. Running airs on
public television and radio, and
can be viewed, listened to and
shared online.

In My Family: Cold Jeff Kinneeveauk teaches Raven how
to say cold in Iñupiat.

“ Both KSKA and KAKM public radio and television provide essential educational programming that
profoundly benefits the entire Anchorage community educationally and thus contributes to our overall wellbeing. Thank you for the diverse array of programming offered on a daily basis. Our family looks forward to
what each day will bring and how our lives we will be enriched. Keep up the good work! ”
Alexander and Kathleen, Anchorage

The numerous individuals and institutions that contribute to our company and programs help us keep Alaskans
proudly connected to each other, aware of important issues and inspired to live a better, more informed life.
Help share these moments by choosing to support Alaska Public Media today.
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